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Senior Alexander 
Thompson has 
been named a fi-
nalist in the 2017 
National Merit 
Scholarship Pro-
gram. All finalists 
are now in the 
process of being 
reviewed for the 

7,500 Merit Scholarships.
More than 16,000 semifinalists were re-
viewed and narrowed down by the National 
Merit Scholarship program. The National 
Merit Scholarship Corporation (NMSC) sent 
a letter to all students on February 13 to an-
nounce their selection as a finalist.
“We are so proud of Alexander for making 
it this far,” said Tyler Keener, Wooster High 

School principal. “To even be considered 
for the scholarship is a huge honor and to 
make it to the finalist round is even more 
remarkable.” 
All finalists were required to fulfill several 
requirements, including a detailed scholar-
ship application that included information 
on their academic record, participation in 
school and community activities, demon-
stration of leadership abilities, employment, 
and honors and awards received.
Additionally, all semifinalists are required 
to maintain an outstanding academic re-
cord throughout high school, be endorsed 
and recommended by a high school official, 
write an essay and earn SAT scores that 
confirm earlier performance on the qualify-
ing test.

Contents Wooster High School Senior Named 
2017 National Merit Scholarship Finalist

“We are so proud of Alexander for making it this far. 
To even be considered for the scholarship is a huge 
honor and make it to the finalist round is even more 
remarkable.”

– Tyler Keener, Wooster High School principal
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Investing in Our Buildings

EXPIRING  
25-year WHS Bond Levy

$162.30

PROPOSED 
New 5-year PI Levy$61.25

VOTING FOR 
THE PERMANENT 

IMPROVEMENT (PI) LEVY 
SAVES  $101.05  ANNUALLY 

ON SCHOOL TAXES.

Annual expense per $100,000 home

Investing in Our Buildings

TAXES WILL NOT 
INCREASE WITH  
THE MAY 2 LEVY.

www.woostercityschools.org     |     www.facebook.com/woosterschoolsalliance
Paid for by: Wooster Schools Alliance, Greg Long, Treasurer, 505 N. Market St, Wooster, OH 44691

Skip the Polls! Vote Early!
When: 
Early voting began Monday, April 3, 2017 

Time: 
8 a.m. to 4 p.m., Monday through Friday 

Where: 
Wayne County Board of Elections 
200 Vanover St., Suite 1, Wooster, OH 44691 

Taxes will NOT Increase 
with the May 2 Levy

marinellorealty.com330-601-0456

Let Us Bring You Home!
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Joni Hiller, intervention specialist at 
Edgewood Middle School, has been 
named a Franklin B. Walter Outstand-
ing Educator for her achievements in 
making contributions to improve ac-
cess to and progress in the general 
curriculum for children and youth with 
disabilities.  

Hiller was nominated by Edgewood 
Middle School Principal Dean Frank 
and Wooster City School District Di-
rector of Student Services Jennifer 
Crum for her implementation of a full 
inclusion model, support of student 
growth and development and collabo-
ration with other staff and community 
members. 

To qualify, nominated educators must 
support student academics and be-
havioral achievement, collaborate with 
colleagues and families, and demon-
strate leadership qualities throughout 
the school and the community.

Hiller was recognized at the State 
Support Team Conference for Families 

and Educators of Diverse Learners on 
Saturday, April 8. 

“We are so excited that Joni has re-
ceived this honor,” said Superinten-
dent Dr. Michael Tefs. “I’ve witnessed 
Joni’s creativity, planning skills and in-
structional techniques. By universally 
designing her lessons, she is able to 
meet the needs of all of her students 
while keeping them challenged and 
motivated. She is truly an exceptional 
teacher who has a passion and gift for 
teaching and learning.”

Join us for Reading Under the 
Lights on Friday, May 12 from 
6:30-8:30 p.m. at Maurer Football 
Field, located on West Bowman 
Road in Wooster. This is a free 
event that is open to the public to 

kick off summer reading! Activities 
will include six different reading 
circles, a photo station with celeb-
rity book characters, free food, a 
book giveaway and more.

This event is made possible by 

High Five, Wayne County col-
laboration between the Wooster 
City School District, the Wooster 
Police Department, United Way of 
Wayne and Holmes Counties and 
the Wayne County Public Library. 

To see the books that will be avail-
able at the event, text HIGHFIVE 
to 51-555.  

We hope to see you there. Happy 
reading!

Edgewood Middle School 
Intervention Specialist 
Receives Outstanding 
Educator Award

Reading Under the Lights

Principal Dean Frank of Edgewood 
Middle School has been selected as 
Ohio’s Principal of the Year. Each 
year, the Ohio Association of Second-
ary School Administrators (OASSA) 
recognizes a principal who works with 
fifth through twelfth-grade students.

Frank was nominated by several 
members of the Edgewood staff for 
his collaborative leadership style, 
dedication to building personal re-
lationships and creating a welcom-
ing atmosphere where students can 
grow and learn. The state recipient is 
selected by a panel of judges repre-
senting the OASSA Board of Direc-
tors, based on an impartial rubric.

To qualify, nominated individuals must 
have a statistical record of improving 
their buildings, such as an increase 
in test scores. They must also show 
proof of a personalized educational 
process, such as students who feel 
valued and important in their schools. 

As Principal of the Year, Frank will 
be recognized at the OASSA Fall 
Conference and receive a signet ring 

from the Herff Jones Company. He 
will also be invited to attend a sym-
posium in Washington, D.C. for all 
state winners to meet, talk and share 
experiences and best practices. Addi-
tionally, as a state winner, Frank has 
the opportunity to compete for the 
National Association of Secondary 
School Principals (NASSP) National 
Principal of the Year award.

“We are thrilled for Mr. Frank and con-
gratulate him on this honor,” said Su-
perintendent Dr. Michael Tefs. “I know 
that all of our principals are dedicated 
to creating an environment that en-
courages students to learn, and this 
award is a validation of Dean’s efforts 
at Edgewood.”

Edgewood Middle School 
Principal Selected as 
Ohio Principal of the Year
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Spring 2017 Calendar of Events
Thursday, May 4 
Cornerstone: Domino’s Dough Night
Friday, May 5 
Cornerstone: Rock the House Night -  
5:30-8 p.m.
Saturday, May 6 
WHS: SAT Testing 
WHS: Big Band Dance - WHS Commons - 
8:30-11 p.m.
Tuesday, May 9 
All-City Spring Orchestra Concert:  
WHS PAC - 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday, May 10 
WHS Spring Band Concert: Gr. 8-12 -  
PAC - 7:30 p.m.
Thursday, May 11 
All-City Choir Concert: Gr. 5-12 -  
WHS PAC - 7:30 p.m. 
Melrose: Domino’s Pizza Night

Saturday, May 13 
WHS: Prom
Sunday, May 14 
Mother’s Day
Wednesday, May 17 
Melrose: Talent Show - 6:30 p.m.
Thursday, May 18 
Edgewood: Gr. 7 Orchestra and Band 
Concert - EWMS Gym - 7:30 p.m. 
Melrose: End of Year Open House   
Family Night - 6-7:30 p.m.
Monday, May 22 
WHS: Music Awards - PAC - 7 p.m.
Friday, May 26 
Parkview: Gr. K-2 Awards Assembly -  
9:15 a.m. 
Boys’ Village: Graduation - 1 p.m.
Monday, May 29 
WHS: Marching Band - Memorial Day Parade 
and Services - Wooster Fairgrounds - 9 a.m.      

Tuesday, May 30 
Cornerstone: Gr. 4 Awards Assembly - 10 a.m. 
Kean: Gr. 4 Awards Assembly - Gym - 2 p.m. 
Parkview: Gr. 3-4 Awards Assembly - 9:15 a.m. 
Last Day of School For Students 
End of 4th Nine Weeks (Gr. 5-12) 
End of 3rd Trimenster (Gr. K-4)
Wednesday, May 31 
Teacher Work Day or Calamity Make-Up Day 
(#1 if needed)
Thursday, June 1 
WHS: Senior Awards Night - 7:00 p.m.
Sunday, June 4 
WHS: Graduation - Follis Field - 2 p.m.
Wednesday, June 14 
Flag Day
Sunday, June 18 
Father’s Day
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Academic Tournament Updates

Wooster High School’s Speech 
and Debate team finished 
fourth in The Ohio High School 
Speech League (OHSSL) State 
competition on March 4 in 
Cleveland.

The students competed against 
85 schools. Wooster High School 
had 23 students advance to the 
break rounds.

Seven students made it all the 
way to the final round, including 
Valerie Anderson, Wil Gastier, 
Bryn Savidge, Lexi Nolletti, Asvin 
Gireesh, Esther Hart and Nicholas 
Cosmo. By the end of the 
competition, Wooster successfully 
achieved its sixth consecutive top-
five finish at the state tournament, 
and added two more students, 
James Nielson and Estelle Shaya, 
to the list of state champions.

Additionally, the following students 
were recognized for placing in 
the competition, including state 
runner-up Aleesha Vaughn; third 
place winner Rebekah Barnett; 
fifth place team Matt Lorentz 
and Evan Doan; sixth place 
finalist Alvin Makori; and seventh 
place finalists Drosos Kardulias, 
Alexander Thompson, John Li and 
John Schmidt. 

Nine Wooster High School 
students have qualified to 
compete in the National Speech 
and Debate Association (NSDA) 
tournament in Alabama in June. 
The students who will compete 
are Alexander Thompson, 
Drosos Kardulias, Evan Doan, 
Matt Lorentz, Sarah Hopkins, 
Lexi Nolletti, Alvin Makori, Estelle 
Shaya and James Nielson.

Speech and Debate Team 
Places in the Top 5 at the State 
Competition; Several Students 
Qualify for Nationals

Wooster High School sopho-
more student Dani (Danielle) 
Legg was recently awarded a 
certificate of participation in the 
Ohio House of Representatives 
2017 Student Art Exhibition on 
March 4 in Columbus. The exhi-
bition is presented by the Ohio 
House of Representatives, the 
Ohio Arts Council and the Ohio 

Art Education Association.

On behalf of the Ohio Art Edu-
cation Association, Wooster 
High School’s Visual Art Teach-
er Tricia Taggart was contacted 
by former president of the as-
sociation, Randy Robart, to se-
lect a piece for District 1. Legg’s 
piece, titled “Urban Eyes,” was 
selected by Taggart.  

Artwork from each of the 99 
districts in the House of Rep-
resentatives is featured at the 
exhibition. 

Wooster High School Student 
Receives Recognition Award in 
Ohio House of Representatives 
Student Art Exhibit
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Wooster middle school and ele-
mentary school students are using 
a popular card game to improve 
their math skills. The game, 24®, 
is a mathematics teaching tool that 
helps children understand the rela-
tionships between numbers.

24® is designed for all grade lev-
els, with playing cards made for all 
ages and skill levels. Wooster City 
Schools currently offer Math 24® 
clubs for students in fourth, fifth and 
sixth grades.

Students participate in a school-
wide tournament to determine the 
best players who then advance to 
the district tournament held at Edge-
wood Middle School in March every 
year. 

This year’s tournament was held on 
March 23. In fourth grade, Megan 
Kleinhenz placed first, Brooklyn Nol-
letti placed second and Alexa Mast 
took third. In fifth grade, Elizabeth 
Altland took first place, Jackson 
Stansifer placed second and Allison 
Snyder placed third. In sixth grade, 
Dominic Tomassetti placed first, 
Stella Powers placed second, Seth 
Jarrett placed third and Layne Nel-
son placed fourth.

Wooster Power of the Pen Teams 
Compete in District Tournament

Wooster 
Students Impress 
at Math24 
Tournament

Wooster’s Power of the Pen teams 
have been busy with several tour-
naments over the past few months. 

The district Power of the Pen 

competition took 
place on Satur-
day, February 11, 
at Ashland Middle 
School. Wooster’s 
s e v e n t h - g r a d e 
team took first 
place overall, and 
several individuals 
also placed. Zach 
Keating took first 
place, Sylvie Sha-
ya placed third, Da-

kota Rowland placed seventh, Mol-
ly Snyder placed 13th and Rachel 
Cornelius placed 16th. In eighth-

grade, Ellie Snider took third place 
and Lena Wiebe placed 13th. 

The regional Power of the Pen 
competition took place on Satur-
day, March 25, at Wooster High 
School. Both the seventh and 
eighth grade teams came in fifth 
place in the Sweepstakes compe-
tition, which is a combination of 
district and regional competitions. 
In seventh grade, Sylvie Shaya 
placed 13th and received the Dis-
trict Best of Best award, and in 
eighth grade, Lena Wiebe placed 
third and also received the District 
Best of Best award.

Edgewood Middle School Academic 
Challenge Teams Continue to Excel

The Academic Challenge teams 
at Edgewood Middle School are 
having an excellent season. Aca-
demic Challenge currently has the 
highest number of students ever 
participating, with almost 50 stu-
dents in fifth through eighth grade. 

The teams 
meet for 
p r a c t i c e 
once a 
week.

The teams 
have had 
many suc-
cesses this 

season, including the seventh and 
eighth-grade teams winning the 
Tri-County Tournament on March 
15. During the tournament, sev-
eral students qualified for the na-
tional tournament. These students 
are Elliot Aszkler, Ashton Dunlap, 

Alexis Greene, Alessandro Herra-
da, Zach Keating, Hayden Michel, 
Michael Nguyen, Seth Opatz, 
Madison Schroer and Molly Sny-
der.

In total, 25 students will be go-
ing to Chicago in June for the 
national competition. This is the 
fifth year that the team has quali-
fied for nationals, but the first year 
that the national tournament has 
been open to fifth and sixth grad-
ers. Students will compete in four 
teams of four, with alternates for 
each team.
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Wooster Wheelchair Basketball Team Shoots for Success

The Wooster wheelchair basketball 
team is having a great second sea-
son. Last year, Lisa Followay from 
Adaptive Sports received funding from 
the Ohio Department of Education to 
start a wheelchair basketball program 
at Wooster. It is the first high school 
wheelchair team in Ohio. 

During its first season, the team played 
against the Cavaliers Junior Wheel-
chair team, as well as a few local 
men’s leagues. This year, they have 

had some addi-
tional competition, 
as Massillon High 
School has also 
started a team. The 
Wooster, Massillon 
and Junior Cava-
liers teams will con-
tinue to play each 
other until additional 
teams form across 

the state. After six games this season, 
the Wooster Generals are undefeated.

“The response from everyone has 
been phenomenal,” Followay said. 
“Fans, parents, relatives and the play-
ers all have a lot of fun at the games, 
and the students really enjoy being 
able to compete. Wooster City Schools 
can take pride in the knowledge that it 
is blazing the trail for students with dis-
abilities across the state.”

The team currently consists of eight 
students: third-grade student Savan-
nah Beane, sixth-grade student Mady-
son Followay, sixth-grade student Ryan 
Hannan, ninth-grade student Evan 
Heller, second-grade student Makayla 
Maxwell, senior Preston Rouse, sec-
ond-grade student Cameron Wirth and 
kindergarten student Ella Wirth. 

Ten basketball wheelchairs were do-
nated to the team from Invacare. 

“Athletes are much more likely to do 
better in school and tend to be suc-
cessful at a higher rate,” said Athletic 
Director Andy Kellar. “Athletic teams 
also help students develop relation-
ship-building skills and learn some 
important life lessons. It is great that 
these students will get to have those 
experiences through the wheelchair 
basketball team.”

Through a partnership with United Way 
of Wayne and Holmes Counties and the 
Wayne County Bar Association, Wooster 
City School District’s staff and communi-
ty members are invited to attend Bridges 
out of Poverty’s workshops.

The purpose of the workshops is to pro-
vide professional development to attor-
neys, counselors, social works, teachers 
and individuals in the community so they 
can better understand poverty. 

Workshops will take place April 26, June 
1, September 20 and November 9 from 
9 a.m.-4 p.m. at the First Presbyterian 
Church of Wooster. Participants can 
choose one workshop to attend. 

The workshops will provide participants 

insight on the following topics: Mental 
Models of Economic Class; Causes of 
Poverty and Research Continuum; Key 
Points and Bridges Constructs; Hidden 
Rules; Language Registers; Resources; 
and Now What? Tools for Success. 

Objectives for the workshop include the 
exploration of the concrete experience of 
generational poverty, understanding the 
causes of poverty and resources avail-
able and identifying hidden rules that de-
termine your economic class and more. 

“This is a great opportunity for our dis-
trict’s staff and community members to 
better understand the struggles of those 
in poverty,” said Superintendent Dr. Mi-
chael Tefs. “It’s important for everyone to 

know the greater effects of poverty and 
what we can do as a district and com-
munity to help those in need.”

If you would like to attend, please visit 
uwwh.org/events.

Bridges Out of Poverty – a Partnership with United Way

Bowling for Books Bowl-a-thon 
Join the Kiwanis Club of Wooster for 
the annual Bowling for Books event! 
On Saturday, May 6, the Kiwanis Club 
invites you to come to Wayne Lanes to 
bowl to benefit elementary and middle 
school students. All proceeds raised 
will be distributed among local organi-
zations, including Wooster schools, to 

purchase books for children. 

Anyone is invited to join! You can join 
as a team or as an individual; the 
cost is $100 per player and covers 
all bowling fees. You can also spon-
sor another player. Come out to sup-
port our students’ love of reading! Visit 
www.woosterkiwanis.org to register. 
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On Wednesday, March 15, the Wooster City School District held its annual Student Art Expo. Students in grades K-12 showcased their artwork and 
shared the inspiration for their projects. The artwork will remain in the board office throughout the school year.

20th Annual Student Art Expo

VISIBLE AREA: 67.5” x 139.5” (Banner Size)

SAFETY AREA: 65.75” x 137.75
                                 (No critical information beyond this line)
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Call 330.345.2244 or visit 

HowardHanna.com/Wooster
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Mya


